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May 2016 

Stay Connected! Keep in Touch! 
Browse the United Methodist Women website - www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 
UMW Mission Resources website:  http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/resources 
DGFUMC website:  http://www.dgfumc.org 
FUMCUMW website:  http://www.dgfumc.org/fellowship/umw 
UMC General Board of Church and Society Faith in Action website: 
http://www.umc-gbcs.org/site/c.frLJK2PKLqF/b.2798475/k.7A8F Faith in Action.htm 
Facebook: group is called United Methodist Women of DGFUMC—find us and ask to join, then  
invite your friends to join. 
Aurora District Facebook group is called  Aurora District UMW—Illinois—find us and ask to join, 
then invite your friends to join. 
NICUMW Facebook group is Northern Illinois Conference—United Methodist Women—find it and 
ask to join. 

PWP Rotation 
 

               January—Ruth   
February—Mary Elizabet  

March—Rachel 
               April—Sarah   

May—Ruth and Mary Elizabeth 
June—Rachel and Sarah 

July—need volunteers please!  
August—need volunteers please! 

September—Ruth 
October—Mary Elizabeth 

November—Rachel 
December—Sarah 

God is good all the time—  
All the time God is good 

 
 Prayers for Janet Gill and Vivian Benfield and family. 

Their father / husband passed away. 
 Marge Froemke’s husband passed away. 
 Gwen Kenney-Bensen’s step father needs healing 

prayers. 
 Becky Quirk’s father-in-law needs healing prayers. 
 Becky Quirk’s father needs healing prayers. 
 Maribeth Schauert’s brother needs healing prayers. 
 
 
 Maribeth Schauert’s niece had a baby! 

First United Methodist Church of Downers Grove 

Focus on Women, Children & Youth 
From its beginning, United Methodist Women has focused on ministries with women, children, and youth. 

Sarah Circle 
7:00pm 

Room 213 
 

May  05/23 
 

Sept.    09/26 

Mary Elizabeth  
Circle-1:00pm 

Chapel Hall 
 

May  05/25 
July    07/22 
Sept.   09/28 

Rachel Circle 
9:00am 

Room 213 
 

May  05/26 
 

Sept.   09/22 

Ruth Circle 
12:45pm 

Chapel Hall 
 

May  05/26 
 

Sept.   09/22 

Joanna Circle 
11:00 a.m. 

Chapel Hall 
 

May  05/15 
 

Sept.  09/18 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/resources
http://www.dgfumc.org
http://www.dgfumc.org/fellowship/umw
http://www.umc-gbcs.org/site/c.frLJK2PKLqF/b.2798475/k.7A8F/Faith_in_Action.htm
https://www.facebook.com/groups/151339844985409/
Aurora%20District%20UMW—Illinois
https://www.facebook.com/groups/auroradistrictUMW/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/nicumw/
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Sarah Circle—mostly working women—no childcare available 
Meets in the Room 213—4th Monday 7:00pm 

 We will meet May 23rd, 7:00 p.m. in room 213. 
      
Circle Coordinator– Gretchen Shearer 

Rachel Circle—mostly mother’s of young children—childcare always provided 

Meets in Rm. 213 - 4th Thursday 9:00 am 

 The Rachel Circle gathered together in April with a great group. Our program was focused on 

racial equality and white privilege. Leah Ostwald led our discussion on the various forms of               

inequality that American society lives with (criminal justice, environmental, education, etc) and the 

positions that UMW and the wider United Methodist Church has taken. We made arrangements for 

our May brunch and will meet together then for our final meeting this spring.  

 

Circle Coordinator– Maggie Roth 

Mary Elizabeth Circle— mostly women of grown children—childcare provided 

upon request 

Meets in Chapel Hall-4th Wednesday 1:00pm 

Ruth Circle—women of all ages—childcare provided upon request  

Meets in Chapel Hall- 4th Thursday 12:45 pm 

  After a dessert provided by Jean Bahler and Joan Ebersold, sixteen of us enjoyed our 
program. “Acts of Mercy”, another name for Random Acts of Kindness was our topic. This provided 
much discussion as we all shared a special kindness shown to us at one time or another. How we 
pass it on and how we feel when we do for others. 
     We signed up to help for UMW World Thank Offering Sunday. Also to staff 
the PWP Table the second half of May. 
     Our next meeting is May 25th. Cindi Roselieb will be our guest speaker.
  
Circle Coordinator—Joan Van Order 

 We will have our annual salad luncheon May 26th, 12:00 p.m. in Chapel Hall.   
  
Circle Coordinator– Julie Stone 

Joanna Circle—young ladies in 6th through 12th grades 

Meets in Chapel Hall - 3rd Sunday 11:00 am 

 Three young ladies met for apple turnovers and strawberries. We banged out 25 doorknob 

hangers to give to the Caring Connections Callers ministry to distribute to those they call on in May.  

 We will meet next month, May 15th, to decorate book marks. 

   

Co-Circle Coordinators– Shelly Davenport and Julie Stone 
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Purchase With a Purpose  
 Are you buying end of year teacher gifts or going to a graduation party or a wedding, or 
a baby shower? We have the gift cards to fit your needs. Help us raise money for UMW’s mis-
sion projects by purchasing gift cards for your own shopping or to give as gifts. Stop by the 
Purchase with a Purchase table in the Parlor on Sunday and take a look at what’s available or 
visit www.mannagroup.net to see the many different options. Orders are placed on the 1st and 
3rd Sundays of the month through June then the 2nd and 4th Sundays through November. 
Every Sunday we have Amazon, Dairy Queen, Home Depot, iTunes, Jewel, Kohl’s, Meijer, 
Panera Bread, Speedway Gas, Starbuck's, Target, Ultra Foods, Walgreens, and Downers 
Grove Downtown Dollars ready to pick up at the table in the Parlor. Don’t forget to pick up 
some Downtown Dollars if you are going out to lunch in town after church. 
If you are traveling over the summer or forget to stop by the PWP table there is always the 
Benefit Mobile APP. Sign up for the free APP on your smart phone, choose First United Meth-
odist Church, Purchase With A Purpose as your beneficiary and you can buy gift cards to use 
when you need them. The Benefit Mobile APP works particularly well if you shop at Amazon, 
Starbucks, Whole Foods or Target just to name a few. Benefit has many nationwide restau-
rant gift cards available and even allows you to send a gift via email. 
Thank you for supporting this fundraiser and making a difference in the lives of women and 
children everywhere. 

What is General Conference? 
The General Conference, held every four years, is the procedure United Methodists use to revise church law. It is an 
opportunity to adopt resolutions on current moral, social, public policy and economic issues. It also approves plans and 
budgets for church wide programs. Any organization, clergy member or lay member of The United Methodist Church 
may petition the General Conference. 
 
Our foremothers left us a legacy of innovative mission, and we continue that legacy by being the organization 
the world needs today. 

Until poverty, violence, inequality, racism, preventable deaths cease, 
until women and children are no longer marginalized, 
until we live in a world in which all thrive, 
women need to be organized for mission. 

In the 21st century, the church and the world need United Methodist Women.  
 
Who goes to General Conference? 

United Methodist Women Board of Directors 
Members of United Methodist Women’s board of directors and Program Advisory Group who are elected as General 
Conference delegates in their respective annual conferences attend the event in this capacity. Selected United         
Methodist Women leaders can be invited to the event by the organization to help promote the work of United Methodist 
Women. 

United Methodist Women Staff  
Several key members of the national office staff attend General Conference to educate and advocate for the resolutions 
we propose to General Conference. 

The Judicial Council 
The Judicial Council is the highest judicial body or “court” of The United Methodist Church. It interprets church law 
and determines the constitutionality of acts and proceedings at all levels of church life. Its nine members are elected 
by General Conference. 

The Council of Bishops 
The Council of Bishops gives spiritual leadership and general oversight of the ministry and mission of The United 
Methodist Church. Bishops attend General Conference, but they cannot vote. Bishops can serve as presiding           
officers during General Conference. When not serving as presiding officers, Bishops cannot speak in legislative        
sessions at General Conference unless delegates specifically grant them permission to do so. 



 4 



 5 



 6 



 7 



 8 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER  
(mark your CALENDARS!) 

   
  July 9   Mission u one day event  8:30 a.m. 
     Lagrange UMC 
  July 14-17  Mission u 
     Camp Reynoldswood, Dixon, Illinois 
 
  Aug. 28  Children’s Sunday 
     Blessing of the Backpacks 
 
  Sept. 24  Aurora District Clebration  8:30 a.m. 
     Joliet Grace UMC 
 
  Oct. 13  General Meeting   12:00 p.m. 
     Chapel Hall—Hosts Mary Elizabeth and Ruth Circles 
  Oct. 16  Bake Sale—Parlor 
  

Submit articles to Shelly Davenport at sdavenportarch@gmail.com or (630) 512-0370 

  June 
 
Maggie Roth   06/15 
Sarah DeMink  06/18 
Marilyn Gillham  06/21 
Barb Friedel   06/21 
Marilou Welch  06/26 

  May 
 
Dawn Magliola  05/12 
Wendy Nystrom  05/13 
Elizabeth Breese  05/22 
Arlene Guest   05/23 
Cindi Roselieb  05/24 
Shirley Beechamp  05/24 
Lenore Pitstick  05/28 
Nancy Bifulco  05/29 

  July 
 
Leanne Rolfe   07/03 
Heather Cerne  07/06 
Joan Van Order  07/07 
Caroline Bertolino  07/10 
Beth Grover   07/10 
Louise Melkus  07/18 
Beth Phillips   07/21 
Char Black   07/26 
Mary Lee Rhodes  07/31 

  August 
 
Andrea Schwartzers 08/10 
Maureen Dunn  08/13 
Jackie Speta   08/19 
Dorothy Kesl   08/22 
Dana Murphy  08/22 
Judy Bittikoffer  08/24 
Margery Bergstrom  08/25 
Laura Guest   08/26 


