ot M gin. T, - = 1
r T - i . ',_: I - y . __‘d‘__ r l\'-_.l

o

»” ‘ ) =y
The Parable of the Mustard Seed |

Matthew 13:31-32 (NRSV) |

r 31 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard |
‘-; seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, h
; but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the |
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

| Mark 4:30-32 (NRSV)

30 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable

will we use for it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground,

is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and \
becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds )
of the air can make nests in its shade.” \

Luke 13:18-19 (NRSV)
18 He said therefore, “What is the kingdom of God like? And to what should
I compare it? 19 It is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in the
garden; it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its

N
branches
Comepare the differences of this parable in the three Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke.What
scenes are represented in this story?

Look at Ezekiel 17:22-24 and Daniel 4:10-12,20-22. In these readings, what does the Cedar of
Lebanon represent? What made Jesus use a mustard seed instead of Cedar of Lebanon? How
does Jesus respond to this question?

What is a mustard plant like? How does this parable contrast to the Jewish expectation of

Kingdom? ¢
What is God’s reign like in your own words!? ;
:
|
What are the social implications of this view of God’s reign? 4
I
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